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Highlights 

• Paddy sown extent  reported 

as at the End   February  is  

824,156 ha and 95 %

achievement from the      

target. 

• Total  paddy affected area 

reported due to flood, Pest 

& diseases and other   is 

90,363  ha.  

• Total cultivated area of OFC 

is 147,511 ha and  87% 

achievement from the      

target. 

• Up country vegetables      

cultivated area is 15,967  ha 

(84 % from the target) 

• Low country vegetables    

cultivated area is 22,521 ha 

(81 % from the target) 
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Figure 1: Paddy: Monthly paddy cultivation area by districts end of February 2025 
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Figure 2: Paddy: Maha 2024/25 Target extent and  sown extent as at the end February 2025  in major paddy producing areas  

• Paddy area target for  Maha 2024/25       sea-
son is 871,129  ha. 

• Sown extent reported as at the end February 
2025 is 824,156 ha, 95% achievement from the 
target and it is 1.36 % increase compared  to 
2024 end February  cultivation. 

• Estimated gross harvesting extent (adjusting to 
the land factor) from the reported sown extend 
as end February  2025 is 732,188 ha 

• Paddy production forecast based on the        
reported sown extent as at the End                   
February   2025 is 2.61 million metric tons,         
accounting for crop losses. 

• Paddy cultivation targets has been realized  in   
Kurunegala, Kilinochchi, Mannar, Trincomalee, 
Batticaloa, and   Mahaweli System B.  

• Cultivation targets exceeds in  Mahaweli       
systems D (119%), System L (111%), System H1 
(108%) System G (108%) and system H (105%) 

• Paddy damaged area reported  in end February 
due to flood is 86,148 ha , pest & diseases  2,917 
ha and  Yellowing is reported from 1288 ha.   

•   Total crop   damage is  11 % (90,363 ha) of the  
sown extent and total production loss due to  
reported damages is 8.14%. Production loss in 
Trincomalee is 2.48%   and 2% loss in  Ampara IP 
in national forecast production. 

Figure 3: Paddy: Cultivated  extent and Production  in Maha seasons from 2006   
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Figure 6 –Sown area of  of Samba ,Nadu, Keeri samba , Long Grain and other as a percentage of total sown area 

reported as end of   February 2025 

Figure 5-  Sown area of white and red rice as a         

percentage of total sown area reported as at end   

February 2025 

Figure 4- Paddy cultivation extents of Major and    

Minor irrigation and Rainfed cultivation as a percent-

age of total sown area reported as at end of February 

2025   

Figure 7: Paddy: Monthly cultivation extents of 2019, 2020, 2021,  2022, 2023 , 2024 & 2025 
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Figure 7: OFC: Cultivation extent of  End February 2025 and 2024 

Table 2: OFC : Target and cultivated extent as at the end February  2025 of 2024/25 Maha season 

• Total cultivated extent of other field crops as at the end February 2025 of 2024/25 Maha season is 147,511 ha 
which is 87% of the target and Total Crop affected  area for other field crops is 3,889 ha 

• Compared to the end February 2025 ,cultivation extent increased in Green gram (26%), Potato (23%), Black 
gram (18%), Gingerly (16%) and Maize (3%) as at End February 2025  while cultivation extent decrease in Finger 
millet (38%), Cowpea (13%), Ground Nut (8%) and Red Onion (5%)  

Note :  * - Expected production includes total green cob and dry seeds total production 

             ** - Normal season and Inter season 

 Sources :  Deputy Director of Agriculture Offices at Province and  Inter Province and Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka 

   DCS—Department of Census and Statistics 

Other Field Crops 

Figure 8: Maize 2024/25 Targets, End 

February  progress of 2025 and 2024 

Crop 

Maha 2024/25 
Maha 2023/24 

season  (DCS) 
cultivation 

extent of  Ma-

ha 2024/25  

as a % of           

cultivation 

extent in  

Maha 

2023/24 

Seasonal 

targeted 

area (ha) 

Cultivated 

area as at 

end        

February 

2025 (ha)  

Crop  

affected 

area (ha)  

Revised    

production 

forecast (mt)  

(considering 

crop damag-

es) 

Cultivated 

area as a % 

from the 

target of 

the season 

Extent 

(ha)  

Produc-

tion (mt) 

 Maize * 96,806 90,653       1,221  341,325 94 65,300 196,871 139 

 Potato  2,901 1,607          190  22,482 55 1,702 21,291 94 

 Red Onion 3,167 2,076            51  25,929 66 1,711 24,762 121 

 Green Chilli 9,326 7,175          210  65,406 77 7,282 40,438 99 

 Finger millet 4,594 2,537              9  2,553 55 5,865 6,681 43 

Green gram** 9,606 7,651            82  6,279 80 6,058 6,156 126 

 Cow pea** 9,022 7,265          149  7,168 81 6,093 5,955 119 

 Black gram 16,614 15,385       1,217  12,102 93 9,237 8,518 167 

 Ground nut 14,407 11,473          737  16,860 80 11,495 17,336 100 

 Gingelly 3,285 1,567              6  1,143 48 3,247 2,210 48 

 Soy bean  414 97            18  137 23 289 508 34 

 Big onion 230 25             -    272 11 25 257 99 

Total 170,371 147,511 3,889 501,657 87 118,302 330,983 125 



Figure 9 Vegetables : Up country and Low country Vegetable cultivated extent as at the end February 2025 

Table 3: Vegetable : Target and cultivated extent as at end February 2025 of Maha 2024/25 season 

Vegetables 

• The reported cultivation progress of up country and  
low country vegetables are  84% and  82% respec-
tively 

• Comparing to the 2024 end February, cultivation 
progress increased in Leeks (45%), Beet root
(44%) ,Carrot (17.8%) while other up country and 

low country vegetable cultivation extent is much 
similar 

• Beet root(117%), Long bean(108%), Bean(107%) 
and Capsicum (106%) cultivation progress exceeds 
the  Average cultivation extent  of  past three Maha 
seasons  (DCS data) 

 Crop Forecast                                                                                                     15th March 2025 
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Note: * DCS - Department of Census and Statistics 

Sources :  Deputy Director of Agriculture Offices at Province and  Inter Province and Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka 
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Socio Economics and Planning Centre 

Department of Agriculture, Peradeniya 

Phone : 081 -  2085242 

E mail : cropforecastsepcdoa@yahoo.com, 

croplook@gmail.com 

www.doa.gov.lk  

State of the Global Climate 2024— Summery of WMO  Annual Report 

2024 was likely the first calendar year to be more than 1.5°C above the pre-
industrial era, with a global mean near-surface temperature of 1.55 ± 0.13 °C 
above the 1850-1900 average. This is the warmest year in the 175-year 
observational record. 

• Atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide are at the highest levels in 
the last 800,000 years. 

• Globally each of the past ten years were individually the ten warmest 
years on record. 

• Each of the past eight years has set a new record for ocean heat content. 

• The 18 lowest Arctic sea-ice extents on record were all in the past 18 
years. 

• The three lowest Antarctic ice extents were in the past three years. 

• The largest three-year loss of glacier mass on record occurred in the past 
three years. 

• The rate of sea level rise has doubled since satellite measurements began. 

The clear signs of human-induced climate change reached new heights in 2024, with some of the consequences being 
irreversible over hundreds if not thousands of years, according to a new report from the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), which also underlined the massive economic and social upheavals from extreme weather.   

Source:   World Meteorological Organization (WMO) -  Annual Report  (2025 March) 
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How production forecast of each crop is made 

Cultivated extent of crop reported as at the end of 
each month is multiplied by the average yield.  

District wise paddy cultivation sown area was       
adjusted by the land factor (niyara) 

Average yields are calculated  

Based on the moving averages of district wise      
average yields   (Source: Department of   Census and 
Statistics) of past 3 years, which are further verified 
using the Cost of Cultivation Reports published by 
the Socio Economics and Planning Centre,             
Department of Agriculture and relevant crop      
leaders, research officers and field officers. 
 

How Production forecast is revised with crop    
damage 

Crop Damages are reported as  25%, 50%, 75%, 
100% yield reduction occurred area (ha) which are 
affected with each source of damage. The             
production loss  is calculated based on the specified 
area damages and the respective yield losses.  
 

Crop cultivation extents and crop damages are   
provided by 

• Provincial Deputy Director of Agriculture Office 

• Inter Province Deputy Director of Agriculture 
Office 

• Mahaweli Authority 


